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People’s Participation to Manage the Natural Resources and
Environment in Nawa Municipality Area, Nawa District,
‘Nakhon Phanom Province.

Putthachak Sitthi'
11 ecturer, Political Science Program in Politics and Government,
Humanities and Social Sciences Faculty
Sakon Nakhon Rajabhat University

Abstract

The research aimed to study people’s participation, the strategies in
managing the natural resources and environments in an integrated approach and the
guidelines to solve the problems. The research instruments were the interviews, the
field records, the public forum and in-depth interviews.

The research found that the public took part in conserving the natural
resources through the activities, they were forced to participate in the activities, and
they were willing to take part by themselves. As for the strategies, the state had
initiated the activities and launched participation by means of support, restoration, and
conservation of the environments. Considering the guidelines to deal with the
environmental issues, attention was focused on following the law, holding an
intensive training and creating a community network in organizing the activities. The
public is given an opportunity to take part in making a plan and allocating the
_ benefits. . B o -

The residents were encouraged to appreciate the democratic development
in participation, develop a positive attitude and rational ideas and harmony.

Keywords: People’s Participation, Management, Natural Resources and
Environments.

1. Introduction

Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand 2550 B.E stipulates the rights
and freedom of Thais on the community in Article 66, “Individuals that are grouped
as the community, a local or indigenous community share the responsibility in
managing, conserving and making use of the natural resources and the environments
as well as a biological diversity in a balanced and sustainable way. Furthermore, the
public or community has to cooperate with the state.” Articie 67 states that,
“Individuals are entitled to work with the state and the community to conserve, and
make use of the natural resources. They are to protect, and keep the environment
quality. The live their life in the environment which is not hazardous to their health,
wellbeing and quality. They are given a proper protection. The projects and activities
which can severely affect the community in terms of the environmental quality,
natural resources and environments cannot be undertaken unless a proper study on the
impact is conducted and a public hearing is carried out. It is the responsibility of all
Thais to properly manage the natural resources and environments.” Article 73 states
that, “The person is obliged to conserve the natural resources and the environments.”
Article 85 stipulates that, “The state has to implement the policy on the land.” Articles
66, 67, and 73, priorities the individuals, the community and the state sectors working
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together in taking care of the natural resources. The state has to carry out the public’s
policy on an equal scale in the issues of political, social and economical aspects. The
public members are to be entitled in the processes ranging from planning, making a
decision, solution, assessment and access to the benefits.

Nawa Municipality, having realizing the importance of the natural
resources and the environments, has launched an initiative to encourage the youths
and the public to cooperate in the various activities and preserve the natural resources
and the environments. The public members are allowed to take part in the
development of the municipality activities. The initiative in question is in line with the
vision ascribed to the municipality development in that, “The municipality is a livable
community, producing an effective administration, a quality service and being widely
recognized for its key role in promoting a conservative tourism. The administrators
are equipped with a vision and the personnel are qualified.” The mission to be
fulfilled by the municipality is to promote the public participation in looking after the
natural resources and the environments. As a result, a full cooperation between
different agencies including the public and private sectors, the community’ s public
health volunteers, the community leaders and the public is essential to the way how
the natural resources and environments in Nawa Municipality are dealt with.

2. Research Objectives

1. To study the public’s integrated participation in handling the natural
resources and the environments.

2. To study the strateg1es used in managmg the natural resources and the

******* environments. T

3. To study the integrated approach to solve the issues of the natural
resources and the environments.

3. Research Methodology

Related documents and research were studied, and data were collected in
Nawa Municipality in Nawa district of Nakhon Phanom province. The municipality
consists of TambonNawa and Na-ngua. It also includes 17 communities. The
population used in the study was local politicians, state officials, business executives,
public health volunteers, and representative of the public in general. The research was
a quality work involving in-depth interviews, field records, observation, and public
forum.

4. Results

The public’s participation in an integrated management of the natural
resources and the environments took place thanks to persuasion, forced cooperation
and voluntary involvement. Later on, it was found that the community leaders and the
public had reached an agreement in order to deal with the environmental issues. The
issues in questions were the garbage, foul-smelling sewage, and waste-burning at the
residential premises.

As for the public’s participation in management of the environments and
natural resources in Nawa Municipality, it was found that:

1. On participation in the problems and the community needs: The issue
which affected the environments was the garbage. The communities wanted to a
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standardized source for dumping the wastes. At present, there are just ten rai kept for
dumping the wastes. The site is three kilometers from the municipality. Seven rai of
the site in question has been used. The amount of wastes is 3 tons a day. The place is
expected to accommodate more wastes for another ten years. A foul smell from the
garbage site has badly affected the nearby communities. The waste water released
from the households, the food shops, the supermarkets and the communities is another
issue of grave concerns. The good and effective drainage system is badly needed to
handle this.

2. On people’s participation in planning and making a decision: the leaders
from 17 communities have made a plan for an agricultural development. More effort
is made to promote an organic rice and biological compost.

3. On participation in operation and implementation: there were model
communities which would play a key role in reducing and separating the refuse. That
had dramatically reduced the burden on the part of the municipality.

4. On participation in allocating the benefits: an individual community had
produced not less than 10 plans for the municipality. It contributes a great deal to the
community realizing the importance of dealing with immediate problems and those
expected to come.

5. On participation in the follow-up and evaluation: it turned out that the
communities had got involved in evaluating the projects and activities organized by
the municipality. As a consequence, it is more useful for the municipality to see the
problems and take action to deal with them more effectively.

Strategies of an integrated management of the natural resources and
environments in Nawa Municipaiity — s

The public forum should be held for the community once in a year.
Through i, it is possible to know the problems and needs of the community, which
are to be dealt accordingly.

An attempt should be made to promote the restoration and conservation
activity. In 2014, eight water sources are restored. The majority of the public
members favored in dredging a canal. Some were in disagreement, saying dredging
the canal could lead to an extinction of marine species and changes in an ecological
system. Furthermore, in their view, it could have a huge impact on way of life of the
community residents. Sources of information should be made accessible to the public.

The municipality adopted a policy of public relations through the
community radio tower. The residents and entrepreneurs should be more informed of
how to separate the wastes. Cooperation from the communities is crucial in managing
the garbage. They should be made more aware of the issues of wastes and refuse.

On the guidelines in solving the natural resources and the environments in
an integrated fashion in Nawa Municipality, the organization prioritizes the
participation from the communities, agencies and other bodies. All parties should be
engaged in determining the issues, work out the solution, and make a decision in a
clear and practical way. The public forum and community activities had contributed
considerably to the community’s positive behavior and knowledge.

The guidelines to equip the public with knowledge can be undertaken by a
regular training to the community leaders. Attention should be given to the network
creation and dissemination of information. The network groups include the
communities, the monasteries, and the schools.

National and International Research Conference 2015: NIRC 2015 m
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The local residents should be given more important role in managing the
natural resources and the environments. There should be decentralization of power,
resources and responsibilities to the various communities. The locals should be legally
allowed to make use of the resources available. In doing so, they would be proud of
their resources and environments. Besides, they should be made more responsible in
using the resources.

5. Discussions

People’ participation in managing the natural resources and the
environments in Nawa Municipality could be conducted through the activities to
establish the harmony in the community, for example, planting trees and cleaning the
community, public parks, monastery, and schools on important days. The way to
involve public’s participation may be compulsory as it is directly related to the
community way of life. With the passage of time, the community residents become
voluntary or willing to take part in the activities held by the community.

The strategies in handling the natural resources are undertaken by the
following steps. 1) All 17 communities participate in the public forum. The expected
outcome is that they are in a better position to know the problems and needs. The
communities can make contribution in planning, and pointing out the problems and
other issues. 2) The state agencies should resort to the strategies to promote the
activities. An effort should be made to restore, conserve and save the resources at all
costs. 3) There should be a learning source accessible to the public, the schools. The
locals can make use of the learning sources. 4) An awareness campaign should be
employed to involve the locals in managing the natural resources.

The following are the guidelines to solve the problems of the natural
resources and environments in an integrated approach. A three-year plan has been put
into practice. A committee has been set up to monitor and evaluate the development
plan. The people’s participation is sought after in handling the natural resources by
observing the guidelines as stipulated in the Constitution 2550. The guidelines are
described as follows. 1) An intensive and regular training is organized for the
community heads and the residents. The community network is created. Also related
are dissemination of knowledge, increased support, restoration and conservation
efforts. 2) The locals should be offered more opportunity to deal with and manage the
natural resources. Projects to be taken should be more transparent. The local
inhabitants should be able to voice their opinions and play an active part in a decision
making process. 3) There should be a distribution of natural resources and
environments, more responsibility. Having participated in various activities, the local
residents would feel proud of their contribution in possessing and conserving the local
resources. In addition, the representatives from different levels should be involved.

6. Conclusion

The present research reflects the people’s integrated participation in
managing the natural resources and environments. Although initially, the locals may
be forced or persuaded to take part, they eventually participate voluntarily in the
activities held. No matter what kind of the public’s participation may be, it at least
leads to the development, conservation and restoration of the valuable resources. The
participation as found began from identifying the problems and needs, planning and
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decision to practicality and operation. It was sometimes loose and sometimes intense.
For an effective participation in the local development, however, it is important for
the public to be aware and conscious of the influence of the environments upon their
life. The locals can make the best use of the available resources without causing a
negative impact on the environments.

7. Recommendations

The local residents should develop a conscience to restore and conserve
the environments. All positive and negative effects can affect all people concerned.
Support and encouragement should be given to the communities to set up the club or
group to conserve and restore the natural resources and environments. All groups
should work together as a network to restore and maintain the wild. The patterns used
in the conservation effort should be in accordance with the local traditions. There
should be additional activities on important festivals, for example, planting trees.
Local scholars and experts should be a role model for the communities in an attempt
to handle the natural resources creatively and effectively.

The public forum should be held at least two or three times a year to
brainstorm the rules and regulations concerning the natural resources and
environments. A campaign to look after the environments should be comprehensive
and it can be carried out by the community leaders, volunteers, Buddhist monks, and
teachers. The natural environments should be maintained, conserved, improved,
restored and developed to a full extent. Wastes are to be controlled and limited and a
recycling system should be utilized.

——The public should-be informed of how the natural resources can be utilizes
sustainably. A common consciousness should be developed among the locals to
protect and conserve the existing environments. Waste water should be treated.
Restoration should be established to the sources. The water source shared by the
community has to be guarded and the penalty should be enforced to those who pollute
them. The activities which affect the environments should be tightly controlled.
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